Non-lethal options for mitigating catch depredation
by toothed whales from pelagic longlines

Update #3 — February 2010: Project participation speads to South Pacific

Find this and other related documentshétip://www.marinemammals.gov.au/regional-initiasydepredation-project

Contact: Derek Hamer, Project Coordinator: Marine Mammaishery Interactions, Australian Marine Mammal Cenfestralian
Antarctic Division, 203 Channel Highway, Kingstarasmania, 7050, Australiderek.hamer@aad.gov.au

3.1 Garnering support of pelagic longline fisheries fBamoa and Fiji for trialling Physical
Depredation Mitigation Devices (PDMDSs)

After the success of the ‘fact finding mission’ ke FV Fortunain December 2009, it was
decided to broaden the project to include Samod-gnavhere a similar problem of catch
depredation by toothed whales from pelagic longlilsealso known to exist. As in the
Australian region, several recent reports and avigig body of anecdotal evidence suggest
this phenomenon is also on the increase in the Sarmod Fijian regions and longline fishers
there are also concerned about the implicatioms=it have on the long term economic
viability of their fishery. In addition, non-govarrent and intergovernmental conservation
organisations (NGOs and IGOs) in both regions areerned that depredation may threaten
the welfare and conservation of the individualgudations and species involved.

In January and February 2010, the Project Cooroiinasited Samoa and Fiji to talk to
stakeholders about:
1. the aims of the depredation mitigation project,

N

its progress in Australia to date,

w

seeking information on the nature of the problerthenSamoan and Fijian regions and

B

garnering support and assistance from local of§@ad fishers for trialing the
prototype PDMDs currently under development.

It is hoped that the involvement of Samoa andififhe project will result in a more generic PDMD
that can be applied across all pelagic longlinedfiges, regardless of their subtle peculiarities.
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3.2 Introduction of the project

A number of meetings were held with pelagic longliishery participants (including licence
holders, boat owners, fishers and crew), NGOs &kl Given the varying level of economic
development in the South Pacific, NGOs and IGOgicoa to play an important role in
providing management advice to local Governmenheigs, so their involvement in this
project will be valuable. Similarly, the participat of fishery participants, particularly the
fishers themselves, will be critical as they wilbpide logistical support as well as a wealth of
knowledge and experience about fishing and operaltioteractions with toothed whales.

Many of the meetings were held in an informal setat wharfs or in wharf-side offices
(Figure 8), or more formally in organised gathesingll of the stakeholders that were
approached responded positively to the projecerinify support that ranged from office space
to at-sera assistance with trialling PDMDs. Allk&tholders were advised that project progress
might be slow, given that the PDMDs would take sdime to develop and sea trials would be
logistically challenging.

Figure 8. One of several informal wharf-side megtiwith fishers and licence holders in the Suvalaandi port areas
of Fiji. Pictured are three officers (from left:ilbAmoe, Nejani Tavaga and Mitieli Bose) from the
Department of Fisheries, who kindly facilitatedrattuctions with licence holders and fishers. FiveHoei
Maru (pictured in the background) is a Fiji registeredbgic longliner that fishes within the Fijian exsive
economic zone (EEZ). The skipper confirmed thafr&guently experienced catch depredation by whales.

3.3 Stakeholder engagement

Many officials, fishers and other stakeholders am®a and Fiji were briefed informally about
the depredation mitigation project by the Projecbfdinator (Derek Hamer). In Samoa, a
formal meeting was held in the offices of the Mirysof Agriculture and Fisheries in Apia
and all pelagic fishing industry participants wareted to attend. In Fiji, a formal party of
officials visited several of the larger licensedwis in the Suva and Lami port areas. Anyone
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not involved in these engagements that would likkertow more about the project is
encouraged to contact the Project Coordinakoehamer@aad.gov)adt is hoped that other

stakeholders from the Australian, Samoan and Figgimons may become involved in the
future and that participation will spread to thdiam Ocean and possibly even the Northern
Hemisphere. Broad stakeholder participation wiue the best outcome for the fishery and
depredating whales, with regard to mitigating catepredation by and by-catch mortality of
toothed whales in pelagic longline fisheries.

Following is a list of people, including their didition and title, who were briefed on the
project in Samoa and Fiji in January and Februad02

3.3.1 Samoa

Pelagic longline fishery participants;
John Luff (Owner and fishery license holder — Agigport Fish Packers Ltd.);
Ted Watts (Fleet and production manager — Apia BxXpsh Packers Ltd.);
Bevery Levi (Tradewinds Fishing Co. Ltd.);
Sam ? (Tuatai Fishing Co. Ltd.);
Sanele ? (Tuatai Fishing Co. Ltd.);
Lina Avia (Alia operator);
Fa Eteuati (Alia operator);
Rolando Tavita (Alia operator);
Eve Tavia (Alia operator).
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries;
Ueta Faasili Jr (Principal Offshore Fisheries Cffic
Antonea Mulipola (Director of Fisheries);
Toetu Pesaleli (Senior fisheries officer/ obseryver)
loapo Tauauvea (Senior fisheries officer);
Lulia Kelelolio (Fisheries officer);
Michael Forsyth (Fisheries officer/ observer);
Ken Koneferenisi (Fisheries officer);
Shane Komiti (Fisheries officer);
Vanu Tuailemafua (Fisheries officer);
Tafuna Tafuna (Fisheries officer.
Ministry for Natural Resources, Environment and &teblogy;
Juney Ward (Senior Marine Conservation Officer);
Malama Momoemausu (Principal Marine Conservatioficéx);
South Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP);
Seema Deo (Education and Social Communicationssdyi
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Lui Bell (Marine Species Officer);
Conservation International (Cl);

Sue Taei (Marine Director: Pacific Islands Program)

James Atherton (Conservation Outcomes Managerfi®&tands Program);
United Nations Development Program (UNDP);

Sameer Karki (Regional Technical Advisor for Bioelisity).

3.3.2 Fiii

Pelagic longline fishery participants;
Charled Hufflet (Chairman — Pacific Islands Tundustry Association)
David Lucas (Director — Solander Fisheries Ltd.);
Russell Dunham (Group Business Director — TheFgh Marketing Group Ltd);
Xi Du (Managing Director — Golden Ocean Group oh@panies);
Approximately 15 fishers and skippers in the Suwva leami port areas;
Department of Fisheries;
Aisake Batibasaga (Principal Fisheries Officer);
Jone Amoe (Senior Fishery Officer);
Mitieli Bose (Fishery Observer);
Nejani Tavaga (Fishery Observer);
Ministry of Fisheries and Forest;
Viliame Naupoto (Permanent Secretary);
Department of Environment;
Eleni Tokaduadua (Principal Environment Officer);
Jope Davetanivalu (Acting Director);
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) South Pacific Program;
Seremaia Tugqiri (Fisheries Policy Officer);
Penina Solomona (Regional Marine Officer);
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS);
Cara Miller (Pacific Islands Region Program Leader)

3.4 Brief description of the Samoan fishery

Pelagic longline fishers in Samoa indicated theyeh@oblems with catch depredation by
whales that are of a similar nature and magnitodadse experienced by the Australian pelagic
longline fishery (see Update #2). Most of the fighvessels are based in Apia and fish within
the Samoan exclusive economic zone (EEZ). Althdbgly use conventional pelagic longline
gear configurations (see Update #1) and are maragdte Ministry of Agriculture and
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Fisheries, there are two distinct fleets. The ldrgat fleet is similar to the Eastern Tuna and
Billfish Fishery (ETBF) in that it is comprised &8 vessels of between 15 and 24 metres in
length that use modern navigational and fish logatechnology, and automated systems to
deploy and retrieve the fishing gear (Figure 9eSévessels are owned by companies with at
least 60% investment by Samoan nationals. The datlfleet comprises comparatively small
vessels of 11 metres in length with a catamaralnamal outboard motors that are fitted with
rudimentary navigational equipment and manuallyrafeel fishing gear (Figure 10). These
vessels came into existence under a Samoan Govetideselopmental scheme in the early
1990s and are owned wholly and exclusively by Sammazdionals. Foreign vessels, such as
those from Japan and Korea, do not utilize Samoats for facilities and concentrate their
fishing efforts in other regions, some distanceyafsam the boundary of the Samoan EEZ.

Figure 9. Two of the 13 large and modern pelagiglime vessels, licensed to fish in the Samoanusia
economic zone (EEZ).

Figure 10. Smalhlia catamarans, licensed to fish in the Samoan exdwesionomic zone (EEZ) and exclusively
owned by Samoan nationals.

3.5 Brief description of the Fijian fishery

Pelagic longline fishers in Fiji also indicatedttbi@ey have problems with catch depredation by
whales, again of a similar nature and magnitudedse experienced in Australia. The vessels
and companies owned by Fijian nationals typica#iia ivithin the Fijian EEZ. In contrast to
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Samoa where there appears to be minimal efforotsidn fleets in adjacent international
waters, vessels from Japan and Korea regularigeifflijian ports for facilities and concentrate
their fishing efforts in international waters adgatto the Fijian EEZ. Most of the Fijian
registered longline vessels are of a similar siz&ustralian vessels (i.e. about 24 m long),
while Japanese and Korean vessels are typicatjgidr.e. up to about 40 m long) (Figure 11).
Fijian vessels and processing facilities are tyipyidzased in Lami, near Suva, while the foreign
vessels utilize the main Suva port and harbor area.

Figure 11. Large, modern pelagic longline vessekiji. Vessels that fish in the Fijian exclusiveoeomic zone are
typically owned by local Fijian companies (i.e. ti¢ K. Unicorr) and vessels that fish in adjacent
international waters are typically owned by Japarsesd Korean companies.
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