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	Southern Ocean Research Partnership (SORP): 
Data availability protocol


E-mail: mike.double@aad.gov.au; Fax: +61 3 6232 3583
(Alternate contact: elanor.bell@aad.gov.au; Fax: +61 3 6232 3583)
Date:
To: The Secretariat, Southern Ocean Research Partnership (SORP)
Regarding: Protocol for access to data from the Southern Ocean Research Partnership (SORP).
INTRODUCTION

This protocol describes the process of accessing datasets held by members of the Southern Ocean Research Partnership (the Partnership). The Partnership is an international consortium for non-lethal whale research that aims to maximse the conservation outsomes for Southern Ocean whales through an understanding of the post-exploitation status, health, dynamics, and environmental linkages of their populations, and the threats they face. The Partnership ethos is that of open collaboration and communication.
This protocol has been developed in the context of Procedure B of the IWC Scientific Committee's rules for data availability, adopted at the 55th Annual Meeting of the International Whaling Commission (Annex T – Report of the Data Availability Working Group).

The Partnership retains the right to decline requests for access to datasets for analyses that form the basis of primary SORP project objectives already in progress by Partnership members or that form components of work in progress by students completing graduate qualifications.
FORMAT OF THE PROPOSAL

A brief standard form proposal (dated) should include:

1) the full name and affiliation of the principal investigator(s) and co-investigator(s),

2) the objectives of the research and how these may contribute to the objectives of SORP projects,

3) the proposed methods and how these differ from, or contribute to, ongoing analyses of the Partnership
members,

4) specifics of the data required and details of aggregation or disaggregation,

5) date by which the data are required and length of time for which the data are required,

6) a schedule for reporting,
7) a list of publications anticipated,

8) proposed authorship on publication(s);
9) a signed copy of this Data Availability Protocol, agreeing to the General and Specific conditions listed

below.
GENERAL CONDITIONS FOR DATA RECIPIENTS (unmodified from Annex T)
All applications for data use are granted under the following conditions:

(1) Data shall not be transmitted to third parties.

(2) Data Owners are offered co-authorship.

(3) Publication rights remain strictly with the Data Owner.

(4) Data shall be returned, to the SORP Secretariat or the Data Owner as appropriate, immediately after it has been used for the agreed purpose and any copies destroyed, unless approval for further use is requested and granted. 
(5) Data requesters sign a form agreeing to the above conditions. Such forms will be held by the Data Owner and the SORP Secretariat. 

SPECIFIC CONDITIONS OF THE APPLICATION (Southern Ocean Research Partnership)
The specific conditions below are provided as a guide only. Specific conditions with regard to acknowledgements, analyses, publications, authorship etc., will be further developed on a case by case basis between the Data Owner, the SORP Secretariat and the Data User.

1) All applications will be addressed to the SORP Secretariat, which, in consultation with the data owner, and the SORP Scientific Steering Committee, will decide if the application meets with the objectives and ethos of the Partnership.
2) The Data User will acknowledge the use of the SORP dataset by the following statement,

Data provided by the Southern Ocean Research Partnership were all based upon non-lethal

samples collected under a protocol approved by [name the animal ethics committee]. These

data were provided by the Partnership for the purpose of collaborative investigation.
3) Except where negotiated individually with the SORP Secretariat and the Data Administrator, the Data User will forward a draft paper documenting the data analyses and results to the Data Owner with a copy to the SORP Secretariat, one month prior to submission or presentation at any meetings/workshops/conferences in which the data are to be used.

4) Agree to provide the Data Owner with the following options in regards to the final dissemination of the data analyses and results:


i. Review the analysis, in the interest of accuracy, with the intent to resolve any substantial errors that might 
have arisen in data coding by the Data Owner or Data Administrator, or transfer or formatting by the Data 
User.


ii. Collaborate with the Data User as co-author, if the Data Owner or Administrator feels they are able to 
extend the scope of the analyses and/or the conclusions of the draft paper.


iii. Prepare a reply for consideration by the SORP Scientific Steering Committee, if the Data Owners do not 
agree with the analyses or conclusions reached by the Data User.
5) A member of the SORP Secretariat will indicate by signature of this protocol, that he or she will ensure

that the applicant(s) have signed the agreement to abide by the general and specific conditions for data use. A

signed copy of this agreement and attached proposal will be sent to the Data Owner and the SORP Secretariat, at which time the data will be transmitted to the Data User.
	Dataset requested (brief description or file name)

Title of proposal (attach full proposal to this protocol and form)



In regards to the dataset requested above, I, the Data User, agree to abide by the General and Specific conditions

listed above:
	Name of Data user
	

	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Address
	


	Name of Data Owner
	

	Signature
	
	Date
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